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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . [><] This communication is responsive to the amendment filed October 06. 2006 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) jtfare 1.5.7.9.11.12 and 14-17 . 

3. EI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 

a) [X] All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after allowance or after an Office 
action under Ex Parte Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213 (Comm'r Pat. 1935). Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, prosecution in this application has 
been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on October 06, 
2006 has been entered. 

Accordingly, claims 15-17 were added, and claims 2-4, 6, 8, 10 and 13 were 
cancelled. Currently, claims 1, 5, 7, 9, 11, 12 and 14-17 are pending in this application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1,5, 7, 9, 11, 12 and 14-17 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: none of the 
prior art of record fairly suggests or shows all of the limitations as claimed. Specifically, 

Re claims 1, 5, 9 and 15-17, none of the prior art of record discloses, in 
combination with other limitations as claimed, a spread illuminating apparatus for 
illuminating two objects, the apparatus comprising: 

at least one light source; 

a light conductive plate having the at least one light source provided at one end 
surface thereof and adapted to allow light emitted from the at least one light source and 
introduced therein to exit out therefrom through two major surfaces thereof respectively 
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toward a first liquid crystal display element which constitutes one of two objects to be 
illuminated, and which is disposed over one of the two major surfaces of the light 
conductive plate, and toward a second liquid crystal display element which constitutes 
the other of the two objects to be illuminated, has a smaller display screen size than the 
first liquid crystal display element, and which is partially disposed over the other of the 
two major surfaces of the light conductive plate, the second liquid crystal display 
element covering one area, but not covering another area, of the other of the two major 
surfaces of the light conductive plate; and 

a reflector plate, reflecting light toward the first liquid crystal display element, 
partially disposed at the other major surface of the light conductive plate having the 
second liquid crystal display element, the reflector plate covering an area of the other of 
the two major surfaces that is not covered by the second liquid crystal display element, 
the reflector plate not covering an area of the other of the two major surfaces that is 
covered by the second liquid crystal display element, 

wherein the reflector plate has a reflectance that matches with a reflectance of 
the second liquid crystal display element as recited in claims 1, 5 and 9; 

or 

wherein the reflector plate has an area facing the light conductive plate and only 
partially formed at an end area close to a boundary formed between the second liquid 
crystal display element and the reflector plate, so that the reflectance of the reflector 
plate gradually decreases according to a distance from the second liquid crystal display 
element in the area, and wherein the area partially formed on the reflector plate is 
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provided without overlapping any parts of the second liquid crystal display element 
relative to a back surface of the light conductive plate as recited in claims 15-17. 

The most relevant reference, US 6,679,613 B2 to Mabuchi, fails to disclose or 
suggest the claimed invention. As shown in Fig. 4, Mabuchi discloses a surface light 
source device comprising a light conductive plate 16, a display element 22 disposed 
over the upper surface of the light conductive plate 16, a liquid crystal display element 
20 partially disposed over the lower surface of the light conductive plate 16, and a 
reflector plate 18, reflecting light toward the display element 22, partially disposed at the 
bottom surface of the light conductive plate 16 having the liquid crystal display element 
20, the reflector plate 18 covering an area of the bottom surface that is not covered by 
the liquid crystal display element 20, the reflector plate not covering an area of the 
bottom surface that is covered by the liquid crystal display element 20. However, 
Mabuchi does not suggest that the reflector plate 18 has a reflectance that matches with 
a reflectance of the liquid crystal display element 20, or the reflector plate 18 has an 
area facing the light conductive plate 16 and only partially formed at an end area close 
to a boundary formed between the second liquid crystal display element 20 and the 
reflector plate 18, so that the reflectance of the reflector plate gradually decreases 
according to a distance from the second liquid crystal display element 20 in the area. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thoi V. Duong whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2292. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms, can be reached at (571) 272-1787. 
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